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New Caledonia 
 

South Pacific 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Days 1 & 2 

To Nouméa, New Caledonia 
 

It’s a long journey from much of the World to New Caledonia so on the evening 

of Day 2 we’ll gratefully settle into our very comfortable hotel in the capital 

Nouméa. 

 

Days 3 - 5 

Ouen-Toro & The Grand Sud 
 

Our first full day will start with a visit to Ouen-Toro, a headland along the coast a 

short distance from the city. Here Tertiary sediments support a rare example of dry 

sclerophyll forest - a type of vegetation that is much depleted and endangered 

in western New Caledonia. Ouen-Toro is much modified, but does contain a few 

of the typical trees and shrubs of the dry sclerophyll forest such as Acacia 

spirorbis, Casearia silvana, Melodinus scandens, Cleistanthus stipitatus, Leucaena 

leucocephala, Pittosporum cherrieri, Premna serratifolia, Carissa ovata, Malaisia 

scandens, Rhamnella vitiense, Sarcomelicope leiocarpa, Santalum 

austrocaledonicum, Arytera collina, Hybanthus caledonicus and Gardenia 

urvillei. A World Wildlife Fund project here protects forests with species such as 

Phyllanthus deplanchei, Emmenosperma pancherianum and Polyscias nothisi. At 

the same time we can enjoy stunning views over the coasts of New Caledonia! 

Pacific Reef Egrets are seen on rocky shore below us while both Lesser Frigatebirds 

and Great Frigatebirds sweep bath and forth above the promontory. Offshore we 

should watch for both Brown Noddy and Black Noddy and we’ll hope to see Red-

footed Booby and White Tern as well as the commoner Silver Gull. Red-tailed 

Tropicbirds are a stunning sight. 
 

The Grand Sud is an extraordinary area. This is the southern ultramafic massif, the 

largest area of these metal-rich rocks in New Caledonia, and it is covered in a 

fantastic vegetation of maquis minier and gallery rainforest. The maquis minier is 

an important component of New Caledonia’s vegetation but nowhere is it as 

extensive and well-developed as it is here. We’ll explore many protected areas 

such as Madeleine River, Plaine des Lacs, and the Rivière Bleue. 
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There are some truly remarkable conifers in La Chute de Madeleine Botanical 

Reserve on the Madeleine River. Dacrydium araucarioides abounds on the 

ironstone while on the banks of the Madeleine River grow two rheophytic 

(growing in running water) podocarps - Dacrydium guillauminii which is a local 

endemic here, and Retrophyllum minus, widespread along creek beds and lake 

shores. A third rheophytic conifer, Podocarpus novae-caledoniae, is fairly 

common on the banks of streams. The bizarre looking Neocallitropsis pancheri 

(Cupressaceae) is plentiful too.   
 

We’ll see the fantastic Araucaria columnaris, perhaps the perfect storm-adapted 

tree. They can reach 50m in height yet are never more than a few metres board, 

their narrow columnar shape helping them to withstand violent winds. Indeed 

after a cyclone all that may be left is the vertical ‘mast’, however they are able 

to regrow the lateral branches from dormant buds! Yet more conifers (in fact at 

least 26 species of conifer are found in this small area) include Podocarpus 

decumbens and Libocedrus yateensis.  
 

Perhaps the most beautiful of the island’s butterflies, the brilliant Papilio 

montrouzieri, a fabulous shimmering blue swallowtail, is found here alongside a 

number of other less vaunted endemics. Whistling Kites and Swamp Harriers are 

obvious above the forest wetland mosaic and we’ll see White-faced Heron here 

too. New Caledonian Pigeons and the fabulous Horned Parakeet, along with its 

less common relative the New Caledonian Parakeet, look for fruit in the treetops.  

Dracophyllum ramosum has long spikes of pale flowers topping a swirl of green 

leaves that are scarlet where they emerge from the twigs. We’ll also see the 

decorative pink Dracophyllum balansae and several Styphelias including 

albicans, cymbulae and longistylis. The Casuarinaceae are particularly well 

represented in Plaine des Lacs area with Gymnostoma deplancheanum 

prominent. Other species in this genus here are glaucescens, luecodon and 

poissonianum. The whole area is covered in ferns and we’ll see a goodly number 

of orchids in flower too including the tall Eriaxis rigida and Megastylis gigas.  
 

There is a rich flora of shrubs. Melaleuca brongniartii is a dominant shrub on 

ironstone, especially near rivers, accompanied by Cloezia aquarum (Myrtaceae), 

Homalium kanaliense (Salicaceae) and Pancheria communis (Cunoniaceae). 

The Agateas are shrubs and are members of the Viola family and are here are 

represented by Agatea deplanchei. Amongst a host of the shrubby species, a 

good number of them with unusual or beautiful flowers, are Alphitonia 

neocaledonica (Rhamnaceae), Becariella sebertii (Sapotaceae), Boronella 

verticillata (Rutaceae), Codia discolor (Cunoniaceae), Exocarpos 

pseudocasuarina (Santalaceae), Flagellaria indica (Flagellariaceae), Garcinia 
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amplexicaulis (Clusiaceae), Gardenia aubryi (Rubiaceae), Geniostoma 

celastrineum (Loganiaceae), Grevillea gillvrayi and Stenocarpus umbelliferus 

(Proteaceae), Hibbertia trachyphylla (Dilleniaceae), Ilex sebertii (Aquifoliaceae), 

Lomandra insularis (Asparagaceae), Melodinus balansae and Parsonsia 

populifolia (Apocynaceae), Myodocarpus fraxinifolius (Araliaceae), Peripterygia 

marginata (Celastraceae), Scaevola beckii (Goodeniaceae), Schizaea 

dichotoma (Schizaeaceae), Solmsia calophylla (Thymeleaceae), and Storckiella 

pancheri (Caesalpinioideae) - a veritable treasure-trove of species and family 

diversity. There are also many Myrtaceae (an important family in New Caledonia) 

such as Eugenia stricta, Melaleuca gnidioides, Cloezia buxifolia, Cloezia artensis, 

Uromyrtus marginata, Xanthostemon aurantiacus, Tristaniopsis glauca and 

Tristaniopsis guillainii.  
 

The Parc Provincial de la Rivière Bleue has great rainforest areas where we can 

find the giant kaori tree (Agathis lanceolata).  This is where we’ll see the 

extraordinary Kagu, a species of bird that looks like no other on the planet. This 

strange bird is a kind of heron, its grey plumage offset by strikingly red legs and 

barred wings only visible when it opens them. There are tall trees of Araucaria 

bernieri high up on the slopes, and if we are lucky we’ll witness mass flowering of 

the candelabra tree (Cerberiopsis candelabra). This tree is monocarpic, dying 

after flowering. Pancheria hirsuta has fluffy white balls for flowers and we’ll see 

Grevillea gillvrayi, Geissois pruinosa, Babingtonia leratii, Myodocarpus fraxinifiolius, 

and the palm, Actinokentia divaricata.   
 

Agathis ovata dominates forest on the Col de Yaté and we’ll see a few Araucaria 

rulei growing with numerous Dacrydium araucarioides. Here is the type locality for 

the newly-described narrow-leaved maquis podocarp, Podocarpus beecherae. 

Other plants of note here are Pittosporum hematomallum, and Melaleuca 

dawsonii with its curious whorled leaves. 

 

Day 6 

Nouméa & Tjibaou Cultural Center 
 

Today we’ll have a chance to enjoy some of the cultural aspects of Nouméa. 

We’ll visit the Tjibaou cultural centre, where as well as the various Kanak exhibits, 

there is an opportunity to see mangrove vegetation at close range. The dominant 

mangrove in the inlets around Nouméa is Rhizophora mucronata, as well as 

Avicennia marina. Later we’ll return to the auberge where there are perfect 

specimens of New Caledonia’s only pitcher plant Nepenthes vieillardii and the 

beautiful orchid Spathoglottis unguiculata. 
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Day 7 

Helicopter trip to the Humboldt Protected Area 
 

Mount Humboldt (1618m) is the highest mountain in the southern half of Grand 

Terre. We’ll take a helicopter there and explore the upper levels which are 

covered in elfin forest and maquis. We’ll find elegant Araucaria rulei and rare 

Libocedrus chevalieri, known from only three sites. This is one of the best sites to 

find the peculiar parasitic conifer Parasitaxus which on Humboldt is quite frequent 

on its host Falcatifolium taxoides. Dacrydium balansae and Dacrydium 

lycopodioides are joined by Podocarpus gnidioides and Acmopyle pancheri.  
 

There’s Balanops balansae and the lovely Metrosideros punctata which lights up 

the elfin forest with its bright red blooms. Two other relatives are found here too, 

Metrosideros humboldtiana, and Metrosideros porphyraea. Two rather elegant 

hemiparasitic shrubs are found on Mount Humboldt, namely Amphorogyne 

celastroides and Amphorogyne spicata, and we’ll look for both Zygogynum 

acsmithii and the strange Exocarpos neocaledonicus. The Goliath Imperial Pigeon 

is an impressive sight and we’ll hope to see Southern Shrikebill and the New 

Caledonian Thicketbird, endemics both. 

 

Day 8 

Koghis Protected Area 
 

Our walk into the Koghis Protected Area takes us through some magnificent forest 

containing the local endemic Sloanea koghiensis and a few nice plants of 

Agathis lanceolata. Cryptocarya macrociarpa is a common sub-canopy tree, 

and Pittosporum sylvaticum is another Koghi local endemic. Soon we’ll reach 

maquis with flowering shrubs such as Grevillea exul subsp. rubiginosa and 

Hibbertia comptonii. Cunonia macrophylla is particularly common. The 

architectural Araucaria muelleri is the local monkey puzzle on Koghis’ ultramafic 

soils. We’ll find it on its host plant, Falcatifolium taxoides, in dense mixed forest 

around 600m. We’ll visit the giant Max Leclerq houp tree (Montrouziera cauliflora), 

said to be 2000 years old, another big tree here is a specimen of bois bleu 

(Hernandia cordigera). 
 

Many of New Caledonia’s endemic birds such as the New Caledonian Crow are 

found on Koghis. This crow, like its relatives, is known for its intelligence, and is a 

frequent user of tools. Here we’ll see the unique Crow Honeyeater and the 

elegant Barred Honeycreeper, the red-headed New Caledonian Myzomela, and 

the citrus coloured Cloven-feathered Dove.  
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Day 9 

Green Fern Park 
 

This site is different from the other because of a sedimentary substract. The 

procession of plants and trees that make up the forest is therefore different from 

those present on the ultramafic substrate visited elsewhere. In addition, we will be 

able to observe the big sister of all flowering plants: Amborella trichopoda, but 

also arborescent ferns and many other species of interest. We will see the impact 

of the harmful such as wild pigs and deer. 

 

Day 10 

Bourail Dry Forest 
 

The dry forest, which once covered the great western plains of the Grande Terre, 

now represents only two per cent of the area of origin, just like this environment 

on a planetary scale. That of the Roche Percée is situated on an island in the 

mouth of La Nera, which has allowed its isolation and its conservation. Dry forests 

are protected environments in the Southern Province, as are mangroves and wet 

forests. It is here threatened by urbanization. But there is a path to visit it. That is 

what we are going to do. 
 

The gorgeous Delias ellipsis is named for the elliptical patterns of red, yellow, black 

and white on this stunning jezebel butterfly. Bird life is also very good here for we 

should see a range of Fantails, Trillers and Cuckooshrikes, as well as the gorgeous 

green and red Red-throated Parrotfinch 

 

Day 11 

Mont Do 
 

Araucaria biramulata is found in Mont Do’s mountain habitats alongside 

Podocarpus lucieni, Podocarpus sylvestris and Prumnopitys ferruginoides. We’ll 

again reach this isolated mountain by helicopter. The extraordinary blooms of 

parasitic Amyema scandens look like a red boa constrictor winding its way along 

the boughs of its host plant Dacrydium araucarioides. Casearia silvana is one of 

many ultramafic obligates found on this mountain, others include Zygogynum 

tieghemii and primitive Balanops pachyphylla. Mont Do isn’t the only site we’ll find 

carnivorous plants during the trip, however they are particularly noticeable here 

with starry Drosera neocaledonica common and the cute little red pitchers of 

Nepenthes vieillardii scattered throughout the damp heaths. 
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Day 12 

Mont Do & return to Nouméa 
 

After some further exploration of Mont Do we’ll return to Nouméa and have a 

chance to enjoy some more of the cultural aspects of Nouméa. We’ll visit the 

Institut de Recherche pour le développement at Anse Vata where we’ll see 

various poster displays of botanical interest, and have the chance of doing some 

herbarium browsing - the herbarium here holds some 60,000 specimens. 

 

Day 13 

Departure 

 

Day 14 

Arrive Europe 

 

Isle des Pins Extension 
 

Days 13 & 14 

Isle des Pins 
 

We’ll take an early morning flight to Isle des Pins returning by air late in the 

afternoon. Nicknamed by the locals “the closest island to paradise” the Isle des 

Pins first became known to Westerners when James Cook discovered it in 1774. It 

was Cook that named the island after the tall ‘pines’ he saw lining the coast, and 

these, Araucaria columnaris, are the very reason for our visit. Though also found 

on the mainland it is on the Isle de Pins that this Araucaria achieves its most 

impressive displays. The island is not short of other attractions with endemic 

Crested Cockatoos, the world’s largest gecko (Rhacodactylus leachianus) and a 

superb coral reef all the way round the 90 square kilometre island. There is some 

great snorkelling on the Isle de Pins and if one looks out of the water one might 

espy a Sacred kingfisher which have divided up the coastal real estate into small 

territiories for each bird. Seabirds are on the agenda with Herald Petrel and 

Gould’s Petrel possible offshore whilst around the island’s coastline we can 

expect to see Beach Stone-Curlew as well as other waders such as Grey-tailed 

Tattler and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. Fairy Terns are a delight and we’ll also hope to 

see Grey Noddy, Masked Booby and the lovely White-tailed Tropicbird. 

 

Day 15 

To Nouméa and departure 
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Day 16 

Arrive Europe 

 

 

If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, please call 01298 

83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax 

to Greentours, PO Box 148, Buxton SK17 1BE, UK. Tel/Fax +44 (0)1298 83563. After 

booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed 

information pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower and 

bird checklists are available. 
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